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100th ANNIVERSARY OF EASTLAND WRECK
Mary Flierl
Todd Gordon, a lifelong history enthusiast, in particular
Great Lakes history, has done extensive research on the SS
Eastland, a passenger steamer that capsized in the Chicago
River on July 24, 1915. He will present an interesting program about the Eastland disaster in which 844 of the 2572
passengers perished when the ship rolled over while tied to
the dock. His collection of memorabilia and photos will be
shared at his presentation. He will challenge us to find what
the following items have in common to the history, legend
and lore of the Eastland:
1. mashed potatoes
2. the Titanic
3. George Halas - founder of the Chicago Bears and cofounder of the National Football League
4. Jack Woodford - successful author of pulp fiction
novels and non-fiction in the 1930s and 1940s
5. Carl Sandburg - three-time Pulitzer Prize winning poet
6. Kenesaw Mountain Landis - first Commissioner of
Baseball from 1920 to 1944
7. Clarence Darrow - famous lawyer of the "Scopes
Monkey Trial"
8. Denis Sullivan - namesake of Milwaukee's three-masted
schooner
9. Ernie Pyle - Pulitzer Prize winning World War II war
correspondent
10. Oprah Winfrey - TV personality, actress, producer and
philanthropist
Todd is married to Kathie Gordon, Assistant Director of
the 1860 Light Station. He is a graduate of UW-Milwaukee
and works for WE Energies at the Valley Power Plant. In the
past he dove on Great Lakes shipwrecks, mostly in the waters

Wish List
Office Max gift cards
Stamps
Long-arm stapler
6-foot ladder
I Pad for archive center

Todd Gordon

around Door County.
The Annual Meeting will be held in the
Lakeview Room at the Wilson House on
Wednesday, October 21, at 7:00 pm.
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President’s Message
Dear Members,
A few weeks ago, you received a letter appealing for donations to close out
the Port Exploreum Capital Campaign. At that time we needed only $68,800 to
reach our goal of $2,540,000. The response has been wonderful. Shirli Flack,
who has already made gifts exceeding $170,000, served up a challenge grant
with her offer to match up to one half of the $68,800 outstanding to take full
advantage of the Buser matching grant. Shirli, thank you so much; with your
help, we have exceeded our goal.
We have gone over our goal, but some of the pledges that make up the total
are scheduled to come in over the next several years so we continue to need
donations to keep all of our plans moving forward and to meet operating
expenses at the Exploreum.
It was a busy summer for the Society. We had many visitors at the Light Station
and Resource Center and we have our first summer of operating the Exploreum
under our belt. In addition to many visitors, the Exploreum has been a venue for
birthday parties, weddings, class reunions, business meetings and business
dinners. Many more fun and educational events are planned for fall and winter.
Now that school is back in session we will look forward to many school groups
from Port Washington and the surrounding area visiting the Exploreum as well.
The Light Station held a wonderful Summer Night at the Light event on July
31. A picture perfect evening, food, beverages and music combined for an
absolutely delightful evening.
The Denis Sullivan’s four visits to Port Washington this year brought many
visitors to our city and some of them combined a sail with a visit to the Light
Station and Exploreum. We had one local company rent the Exploreum for a
company meeting and charter the Denis Sullivan to take the group on a sail.
With the success of the Denis Sullivan visits this summer, planning is under
way for next summer.
We look forward to gathering for the annual Gala event on Saturday October
10. The committee once again planned a memorable evening at the Historic
County Board room. They assembled an incredible array of fabulous items for
auction and raffle. If you have not made your reservation and would still like to
join in the festivities please contact the Resource Center or Exploreum.
We continue to need additional volunteers at all three Society properties, the
Resource Center, Light Station, and Exploreum. Please consider volunteering at
one or all of the properties for a role that fits your time availability and interests.
Hopefully you had an opportunity to visit the Exploreum. Whether it was the
Grand Opening, a meeting of the Society, an event, or a visit on your own, you
would have experienced a great addition to the Society. I encourage you, if you
have not already done so, to upgrade your membership to include the
Exploreum.
Our annual meeting will be held on October 21. Todd Gordon will give a
presentation on the Eastland disaster, the largest loss of life in a single
shipwreck in Great Lakes’ history. Board of Directors elections as well as a vote
on a by-law change will also be held. Please join us for this important evening.
Jeff Morgan, President
PWHS Board of Directors

PAGE 3

HI S T O R I C A L P E R S P E C T I V E S FA LL 2 0 1 5

V O LU M E 2 6 , I S S U E 4

NEWS FROM THE PORT EXPLOREUM
Wayne Chrusciel
One of the key initiatives of the Port Exploreum is to
provide as many different and varied educational and
entertaining experiences as possible at the museum.
September saw the Port Exploreum host several unique
events that attracted a wide and diverse audience. We
hosted Sturgeon Day at the museum, during which staff
from Riveredge Nature Center met with visitors to explain their Sturgeon restocking project and also to share
an aquarium with two baby sturgeon. It should be noted
that staff from the Port Exploreum were present at Sturgeon Fest at Lakeshore State Park in Milwaukee to
spread the word about the Society and the Port Exploreum.
We also hosted Archaeology Day at which five archaeologists in the building discussed what has been
found in and around Port Washington (thank you to
Sarah Smith for organizing this event).
Finally, during September we held a Wine and Paint
party at which attendees learned basic painting skills.
October will also be full of opportunities for young and

old alike to experience more than just our exhibits. October 2 kicked off our new First Friday Movie Night
featuring The Perfect Storm at 6:30 in the Maritime
Theater. Concessions were available.
Saturday, October 10, Jim Biever, son of Vern, and
Matt Foss, our part time curator. will be at the Port Exploreum to share stories and insights into the Biever exhibit. All are welcome to visit and meet with Jim and
Matt.
October 20 will find us hosting a last-chance event
for members to view the Vernon Biever exhibit. Light
refreshments will be available, and we will have a special attraction for those who have already seen the exhibit (watch for your invitation for further details).
Finally, with Halloween around the corner, on October 24 we will have a Master Pumpkin Carver here at the
Port Exploreum to share tips and insights into how to
make your pumpkin just a little bit scarier this year.
Watch your mail, your email, the Ozaukee Press, as
well as fliers around town to keep you updated as to
what is happening at the Port Exploreum each weekend!

NEW EXPLOREUM EXHIBITS TO OPEN
It is hard to believe that the Port Exploreum has been
open almost six months, but with that in mind we are excitedly anticipating the change in exhibits which will occur
early November. At that time we will move the Biever exhibit out and install our next exhibit Nothing But Nets. This
exhibit, which will explore both commercial fishing and
commercial fishing families of Port Washington, is slated
to premiere on Thursday, November 12. We will tell the
stories of the industry and the families that made it what it
was through a variety of scenes and oral histories. Please
note: The Port Exploreum will close from November
2,through 9 for the changeover and to address some maintenance issues.
As part of the exhibit change, we are very proud and
excited to announce the introduction of the Lake Michigan
table to the Port Exploreum. This permanent exhibit will
be located on the 1st floor, and will visually tell many sto-

ries of not only Port Washington, but the communities and
regions around Lake Michigan. It is as difficult to accurately portray the Lake Michigan table as it was to describe
the other interactive exhibits we currently have at the museum. We can promise you that this exhibit, while using
technology to tell the story of the region and Lake Michigan, is unlike anything else we have here. It is sure to be
one of the most talked about exhibits for not only the Port
Exploreum, but for any museum in the area. Come and
check it out!
I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible,
whether it be at the Port Exploreum, at a Quarterly Meeting, or at either the Resource Center or Light Station.
Please feel free to contact me at either 262-284-2406 or
email at crwshall517@hotmail.com.
Wayne Chrusciel
PWHS Executive Director

RESOURCE CENTER EXHIBITS CHANGE
If you have not had an opportunity to check out the exhibit
on Commercial Banking in Port Washington and Port State
Bank’s wonderful group of artifacts, please do. The exhibit
will be taken down the last week of October. Our thanks
again to Mark Schowalter for the use of the artifacts and his
assistance with the exhibit.

Coming later in November will be two exhibits: Celebrating the Ozaukee Press and 75 Years and The Making of
Ship’s Models, the story behind all those wonderful models
that can be seen at Newport Shores. Please watch for a reception for these two new exhibits after the Christmas holi-

days.
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PUBLIC SQUARE SITE SIGNIFICANT
The Public Square on which the first school was built
is part of the Original Plat first deeded in 1835 when it
was laid out. Wooster Harrison, a speculator in creating
settlements in areas opened by treaties, rushed to Green
Bay by boat to secure the
first land entry in the register
when Wisconsin became a
territory. The entry is dated
November 2, 1835.
The speculators had a
field day until the panic of
1837 when Port Washington
almost vanished; all but two
families left. In 1844 when
the Yankees came from the
East, they were not speculators. They came to develop
the territory and their first
concern was education for
their children. A school was
built on the north side of the square.
The first and best loved teacher was George W. Foster who drastically disrupted the disciplinary policy of
the time by introducing the more modern ideas of moral
suasion, a plan which he carried to success. He taught so
clearly and had the attention of his classes; they learned
and retained what he taught. It was a great pity for the
school when young George Foster left to take up the
practice of law. So highly was he regarded that the city
named a street in his honor, Foster Street on the
“Canada Side.”

Public Square, its Early Uses
Known as Old Port High School, when it was first
built in 1892, it was the pride of the town. It was located
on the very center of the Village Square, a location only
possible after the 20-foot alley, which led directly from
the center of the Square to the second of the three piers
built out into Lake Michigan, was widened. To make
this possible, the houses facing Washington Street and
Jackson Street had to vacate 18 feet on both sides of the
alley running behind their houses. This created a width
of 56 feet which was then called Pier Street and which
ran the length of three blocks between the middle pier,
or Blake’s Pier as it was called, and Village Square.
Pier Street was actually the “Main Street” of the Village of Port Washington. Daily sailing vessels and later
steamships landed with new settlers and supplies for the
settlers and left with much-prized lumber, grain, etc.

In the early days the Square was used for a very active market. Produce and even cattle were sold. Cattle
were brought to the village and allowed to roam at will,
but soon an ordinance put a stop to that and the cattle
were sold from the village
square and fenced in.
The first school, built on
the Village Square to the
North, backed up against
Jackson Street and faced
south. “The village school
house is a handsome brick
structure and is surrounded
by beautiful grounds, which
form one of the principle attractions of the town.”
The basement of the
school was used for storing
the equipment of the Hook
and Ladder Co.
On Sundays during the 1840s various religious sects
used the school’s rooms for its services until such a time
when each had collected sufficient money to build a
church of their own.
No record of another school on this location has
turned up as this was a two-story and basement building
and many of the children attended St. Mary’s Sister
School. Possibly the school was adequate until the 1892
school was built.
Taken from History of Washington and Ozaukee County 881 and
other excerpts found in Society files

The Wisconsin Street School
The Wisconsin Street School was built in 1892 at a
cost of $10,000 replacing the adjacent first public school
that was built in 1845 on the site designated “Public
Square” in the Original Plat of the Village of Port
Washington.
The walls were built of cream city brick from
Guenther’s Brick Yard on a limestone foundation.
Walls were trimmed with horizontal bands of red sandstone know as belt courses on all four sides of the building. The roof was originally of slate. An addition was
built on the west side of the original building in 1902.
At one time all grades were taught in the school. The
bell tower was removed from the building in 1957 because it weakened and became a hazard.
It was noted that there was an element of spaciousness throughout the building. Wide stairways rose to the
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

first floor and additional sets of stairs to the second
floor. With tall ceilings, tall windows, wood floors
throughout, wide detailed woodwork and decorative
medallion metal ceilings, the building was representative of its era.
For many years the school served as the city’s high
school. When the new high school was built in the
1930s, the school was converted
into an elementary school. In 1942
there were 125 children housed in
the school in grades kindergarten
through fourth grade. When the
Washington Heights building, now
part of the high school complex,
was constructed, the building was
no longer used as a school. The
city library occupied part of the
building for a number of years until the Niederkorn Library was
built.
No longer used as a public school, it housed the vocation school and was the MATC North Campus. For
many years, high school students walked down the
Jackson Street hill to the school for industrial arts
classes because of the vocational facilities.
In 1976 MATC moved to its new north campus in
Mequon and the historic but vacant building became the
source of local debate about its future. An effort was
mounted to preserve the building and gain national register status. With restoration costs estimated to be
$600,000, city officials were divided over whether to
demolish the building or convert it into a community
center or city building. An August 1983 deadline was
set, but on May 25, 1982, a fire determined the building’s outcome. A fierce blaze that began on the second
floor engulfed the structure, forcing firefighters to retreat. Investigators determined that an arsonist had

Have You Seen the
Signboards at the Harbor?
Geri Zehren had a great idea this summer. She wanted to
highlight the history of the harbor for the many visitors
that would take day cruises on the Denis Sullivan this
summer and fall. A funny thing happened: the signboards
were popular not only for visitors but for many of the
city’s residents who frequent the harbor. The signboards
will remain up through September.

V O LU M E 2 6 , I S S U E 4

caused the fire.

Wisconsin Street School Bell in Place
After the Wisconsin Street School burned in 1982 the
building was torn down and eventually made way for
the construction of buildings to house the Police Department and the Fire Department on the site.
When the bell tower was removed from the building
in 1957 Gustav Hirsch, who had a
passion collecting cast off items, acquired the original school bell. Mr.
Hirsch was the director of the Port
Washington Vocational School from
1943 to 1947. The Vocational School
was located in the Wisconsin Street
School.
In 2003 the bell was given to the
Port Washington Historical Society
and returned to the city again. It was
determined that the bell would become a part of the memorial to the
city’s volunteer firemen. The bell was returned to a location adjacent to where it originally rang, calling its
students to school. In times past, bells called volunteer
firemen to heroic efforts to save buildings like the Wisconsin Street School.
This area was the site of the first school in Port
Washington, and so it is fitting that this school bell rest
once again where it can remind us of its role over the
years. The bell, along with bricks that were used to construct the marina control buildings, are among the few
surviving remnants of the Wisconsin Street School.
The Port Washington Historical Society thanks Virginia and John Hirsch for donating the bell back to the
city of Port Washington. The Society also thanks the
Port Washington Fire Department for making the
plaque possible and the students of the Port Washington
High School who crafted the bracket holding the bell.
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2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION
The Nomination Committee is pleased to present the
slate of candidates for election to the Port Washington Historical Society Board of Directors at the annual meeting on
Wednesday, October 21, 2015.
Current board members whose terms are expiring this
year are Jeff Morgan, Bill Schanen, Jackie Oleson, Deb
Neulrich and Kurt Blum. Jackie Oleson, who has served
three terms and Deb Neulrich, who has served one term,
will not be seeking re-election to the board. We thank
Jackie and Deb for all the work that they have done for the
society.
Jeff Morgan, who is currently the President of the society, along with Bill Schanen who serves as the Vice President, and Kurt Blum who has served a one-year term have
chosen to seek re-election to another term.
The Nominating Committee is pleased to present the
membership with two additional individuals who have an
interest in preserving the history and heritage of the Port
Washington area as candidates for the Board of Directors
at the annual meeting when the elections will take place:

James Pauly is the general counsel and corporate secretary for West Bend Mutual Insurance Company and
holds a law degree from Marquette University. He and his
wife Mary Jo are long-time residents of Port Washington.
James has served on many boards and is currently active
in numerous organizations. He has great pride in Port
Washington and his goal is to help the society present the
history of Port Washington in an informative and interesting way.
Allon Bostwick is recently retired from the medical
field. He holds a doctor of medicine degree from the University of Wisconsin. He was raised in Port Washington
and recently moved back. He has a direct connection to
the Bostwick/Blake family that played an integral role in
the history of Port Washington. He has many interests and
is currently affiliated with a number of organizations. Allon intends to support and enhance the mission and goals
of the society.
Please attend the annual meeting which will be held at
the Wilson House at 7 pm on Wednesday, October 21, to
meet the candidates and cast your ballot.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED PLEASE
Light Station:

no guests in the building.
Cleaning the building once a week is needed: vacuuming
carpet and wood floors, dusting exhibit areas, cleaning bathroom, and occasional window cleaning. You can pick a task.
Volunteers for the following work are also needed:
Archival work: photocopying articles and photos, filing
photocopied pieces, cataloging information on collections,
filling research requests
Database work: maintaining databases for filing cabinets, shelves and collections
Special Event Planning: Helping to create, organize and
stage a summer and fall event
Video recording: assistance with recording oral history
interviews
Please contact the Historical Society office at 262-2689150 or Jackie Oleson at 262-284-9223.

Guides are needed to lead small groups through the Port
Washington 1860 lighthouse. Also needed are greeters to
welcome visitors and receive their admission costs. The need
continues to find more volunteers to fill these positions at the
LS. The more greeters and guides we sign on, the fewer
hours each of our volunteers will have to fill each month. We
are happy to split shifts so no one needs to work a full 4- or 5
-hour shift, if necessary. We are happy to accommodate volunteers who do not want to give tours to the tower/lantern
room—some of our guides simply give tours of the first floor
and then another guide takes over for the tower tour.
Information and training are provided. The 1860 Light
Station is open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday afternoons Memorial Day through October. Two to four guides are needed
on a given day. Guides are requested to be available two or,
Port Exploreum:
if possible, more days a month. It’s a great opportunity to
meet visitors to the community. Please contact the Historical
Special Events: help with set up and take down, assist
Society office at 262-268-9150 or Kathie Gordon at 262-268- visitors throughout the event (example: Friday Movie Nights,
9734 for more information about volunteering. We’d love to the first Friday of every month we will be showing a movie
welcome you to the team!
on the lower level)
Maintenance: once per week or as needed—general
Resource Center:
maintenance
of building
The building is open Monday, Thursday, and Friday 1-4
Docent:
assist
visitors in gaining an even better experiand Saturdays 10-2 spring through fall.
Greeters are needed in the exhibit areas to answer ques- ence, share relevant information/stories pertinent to exhibit,
tions and supervise the first floor areas and gift shop. Train- lead group tours around Exploreum
ing provided. Archive work can be provided when there are
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WHAT’S NEW AT THE RESOURCE CENTER?
In 2010 Dick Liersch came into the Resource Center at 429 W.
Grand Ave. with an idea to preserve the stories of the community.
Thus began the Society’s Oral History Project that now has preserved 20 different stories. Over the years different individuals
and couples have agreed to be interviewed. And over the years
different people have been involved in conducting the interviews.
Through it all Dick Liersch has been involved in the majority
of the interviews, often times doing both the interviewing and the
taping. He has been the inspiration and the impetus for this important part of our mission. Dick volunteers his time and talents
from his business, My Living Legacy, a company that records the
Dick Liersch
stories and lives of people across the area.
Our thanks to Dick for being the driving force behind the Oral Histories Project. We also thank all those individuals who shared the stories of their lives with us.
Jackie Oleson, Resource Center Co-Director

RESOURCE CENTER PLUMBING REPAIR
In June the plumbing in the 205 N. Franklin Street
building developed a problem with the sewer pipe. It
was determined that a portion of the pipe under the basement floor had collapsed and there were a considerable
amount of old tree roots in the existing pipe in the street.
Harbor City Plumbing did an inspection and determined
that the existing pipe needed to be replaced and pipe in
the street cleaned out.
Because the existing pipe ran under the basement
bathroom and furnace, a new trench was dug and pipe
was laid the length of the building to the street. Harbor
City attempted to clean out the pipe in the street but
could not get it done completely. Another plumber with

a larger auger was brought in to widen the opening and
clean out the rest of the roots.
A new floor drain, connections for a slop sink and
new shut off valves were added. The plumbing work
was completed and the contractor paid. Final costs came
to $8,607.
Rick Smith worked to clean up the concrete dust that
covered all of the artifacts stored within the basement
and to repaint the floor and stairs. Our thanks to Rick for
his efforts to protect the items the best we could and
then to clean up after the work.
Jackie Oleson, Resource Center Co-Director

A SLICE FROM
THE PAST
An interesting piece of history came into the Resource Center last summer. It was a slice of a tree, and
what made it notable is that it was a slice that is over 100
years old. This is not just any old slice of a tree. It is believed to be from a tree that Barnum Blake planted in
1848 when he lived in Port Washington. The tree blew
down in a storm in the 1890s. From the inscription on
the tree slice it cannot be ascertained exactly what year
the tree came down. The piece of tree was brought in by
Allon Bostwick, a descendant of Barnum and the individual who discovered the slice of tree.

“TREE PLANTED BY BARNAM BLAKE IN 1848
—BLEW DOWN IN 189?”
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DONATIONS & MEMORIALS
PORT EXPLOREUM
CAPITAL FUND DRIVE
(DONATIONS AND PLEDGES
SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER)
******
GOAL: $2,540,000
RAISED TO DATE:
$2,556,946.75
******
$1,000,000 AND UP
$500,000 to $999,999
$250,000 to $499,999
$150,000 to $249,999
Shirli Flack – additional gift

$100,000 to $149,999
Lynde B. Uihlein (additional gift)

$50,000 to $99,999
$20,000 to $49,000
Samuel E. DeMerit

$10,000 to $19,999

Walter and Judy Dauska
Marv and Marion Huiras
Sandy and David Jacobson
Judy Jones
Carol Jushka
Mark and Barb Matera
Mimi Lang Mead
Kathy and Mark Mitchell
Robert Niederkorn
Elaine M. Nulph
Gladys Severson Runkel
Jan Leone and Ken Schmitz
Michael Schmit
Ken and Karen Semon
Cindy Sieklik
Paul and Diane Singer
Ruth and Bud Sova (additional gift)
Janet Trzecinski
Paul F. Tutas

EXPLOREUM
IN-KIND DONATIONS
Karl Keihnau

Dr. and Mrs. Paul L. Trump

$1000 to $9,999
Brian and Andi Barber (additional gift)
Ken and Sue Bruner (additional gift)
John and Dohrwardt (additional gift)
Mark Dybdahl (additional gift)
Harbor City Plumbing
KAPCO INC.
Ross Leinweber (additional gift)
Doug and Vicky McManus
(additional gift)
Port Washington Yacht Club
A Lu Steinert (additional gift)
Jim and Karen Vollmar (additional gift)
Bob and Holly Wilke (additional gift)
Roy and Geri Zehren (additional gift)

$250 TO $999
Marjorie Adams – additional gift)
Ted and Mary Flierl (additional gift)
James R. Fowler (additional gift)
Great Lakes Eco System -Bill Driscoll
(additional gift)
Barbara Holt (additional gift)
Mary Lepeska
Tom and Debbie Morgan (additional gift)
Schmit Bros. Dodge and Ford
Jo Ann Stade (additional gift)

UP TO $250
Susan Ahner (additional gift)
Ardyce Ahsmann
Jeanne M. Appleman
Sandra M. Arendt
Allon Bostwick
Dr. Eugene Burke
Carl and Patricia Charles
John and Sara Dahmen

MEMORIALS
In Memory of Marge Lampert
Bonnie C. Knaub
Maryann Zuber
In Memory of Sally Gilson
Bonnie Knaub
Jackie and Eric Oleson
Roy and Geri Zehren

SOCIETY DONATIONS
Richard Stasik (WE-Energies workplace
giving campaign to support the arts)

SOCIETY IN-KIND DONATIONS
Arnold’s Environmental Services Tammy Oreskovic
Geri Zehren

Linda Nenn (Bronze Sponsor)
Schenck SC (Bronze Sponsor)

2015 GALA DONATIONS
Nancy Arcara
Thomas and Debra Bock
Richard and Jill Bunting
Mike Didier
Drews True Value
Marc and Grace Eernisse
Bette Galles
Carol Heinen
Judy Jones
Mark and Barb Matera
Jackie and Eric Oleson
Lee and Pamela Schlenvogt
Sharbuno Jewelers
Cindy Sieklik
Gina and John Taucher
Dr. Michael and Karen Weber
Bob and Holly Wilke

BOOKS/PAPERS/PAMPHLETS/
ABSTRACTS/MAPS
Anonymous
Ryan Ardisana
Walter Dauska
Janet Fine
Bertie and Dale Mahal
Jean McGreight
James Peterson
Christine Sandoval
Ken and Joan Weyker
Wisconsin Historical Society:
Wisconsin Shipwrecks

3-MASTED SCHOONER MODEL
Norman B. Jagow

BUSINESS ARTIFACTS
Ken Grigas
James Peterson

MARITIME ITEMS
Wisconsin Marine Historical Society

PHOTOS AND NEWSPAPER
SPECIAL EVENTS:
CLIPPINGS/PRINTS/POSTERS
SUMMER NIGHT AT THE LIGHT
Patty Beuscher-Ingersoll
Don and Barb Gilmore
Todd and Kathie Gordon
Linda Nenn

2015 GALA SPONSORS
Shirli Flack (Presenting Sponsor)
Port Washington State Bank
(Beverage Sponsor)
Bill and Jean Schanen (Gold Sponsor)
Antoine, Hoeft & Eberhardt S.C.
(Silver Sponsor)
Legacy Private Trust Co. (Silver Sponsor)
Bill and Pat Moren (Silver Sponsor)
Eernisse Funeral Homes (Bronze Sponsor)
Elegant Estates, LLC (Bronze Sponsor)

Mary Lou DuMez
Nadine Katchever
Dale and Berti Mahal
Frank Metz
Bob Norman
Dan Smith

ANTIQUE METAL & WOOD/
GLASS/FABRIC
Sue Dobberpuhl
Alice Dunwiddie Freeman
Dale and Bertie Mahal
Jacob Opitz
John Stelling
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CELEBRATING PORT AT OZAUKEE HOSPITAL
Port Washington visitors and patients to Columbia St. Mary’s Hospital in
Mequon will be surprised and pleased to see a recently created display of photos that are featured in a second floor hallway at the hospital. An employee of
the hospital, Ellen Broyles, served as the Director of Medical Affairs at the
Ozaukee location. Now retired, Ellen was inspired to present the history of
Port Washington to those that visit and work at the hospital. After working
with the Society to choose photos that represent a variety of aspects of the
community’s history, Ellen managed the creation of the display and recognition of the Port Washington Historical Society. We thank Ellen and Columbia
St. Mary’s Ozaukee for its highlight of Port Washington’s history and the Port
Washington Historical Society. All associated costs were borne by the hospital. Thanks Ellen and thanks Columbia St. Mary’s. It looks terrific!

PWHS “WOW” FACTORS ABOUND
Every year the PWHS has some “WOW”
factors through the dedication of volunteers.
The beautiful kiosk at the Light Station featuring The Lights of Port Washington was
built and installed by an Eagle Scout Will
Pfrang in 2013.That was the “WOW”
for that year. The kiosk was originally designed in a city plan to be on
the sidewalk viewing area southeast
of the Light Station. Utility lines under the area made it impossible to
place it on that site. So it was installed in the grass to the north and
has been viewed and enjoyed by
many. The grass has been compacted
and trampled to mud because so
many were viewing and enjoying it. The area needed a
hard surface to enhance the beautiful design of the kiosk.
The city was approached to install pavers around the kiosk.
The manpower for the installation was not available, but

they generously agreed to supply the pavers.
So here is another “WOW” — Karl
Wildner, a member of the Port Washington
Garden Club, stepped forward and offered
to take on the project. He has physically
done the work and as you can see, it is a
work in progress. The installation of the
pavers is near completion and a planting bed
to the east will be the finishing touch.
Yet another “WOW” is the donation of a
beautiful bench now in place on the surfaced viewing area. This is a generous offer
from a Johnson Street neighbor, David P.
Berens, in memory of his wife, Bonnie.
How can we express our gratitude for these wonderful
acts that enhance our beautiful Port Washington? I sincerely, on behalf of the Society and the people of the city,
offer deep thanks to Karl and David for helping to complete this wonderful project.
Geri Zehren, PWHS Volunteer

Wall Paintings Will Depict Port History
This Jackson St. wall is the canvas on which we will begin to record
the wonders of our city. A Main Street committee recently voted to contract for the first of the wall
paintings to detail the history of
our city. Hopefully within the
next few months a part of our
history, the Wisconsin Electric
Railroad, will be portrayed on
this canvas with a depiction of
one of its trolley cars. Why the
trolley car on this spot on Jackson Street? Because it is only a few feet
west of the bike path, which was the rail line for our Interurban connecting Milwaukee to Sheboygan. Quite some history to remember.
image courtesy of Charles H. Damaske
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PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE BUSINESS
MEMBERS TO SHOW OUR SUPPORT

www.shirleygruen.com

477 W. Grand Ave.
Port Washington, WI 53074

W. J. NIEDERKORN MUSEUM
& ART CENTER, INC.
302 W. Grand Avenue
P. O. Box 87
Port Washington, WI 53074
262-284-2584

Schooner Peetub
114 N. Franklin Str
262-284-2258

Daily Drink Specials
Sandwiches & Appetizers
ection of
Private Party Room Large Sel
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CHECK OUT THE NEW PWHS WEBSITE
The Port Washington Historical Society’s revised website can be accessed via
http://www.portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org
or by typing in Port Washington Historical Society into your search engine.
Please remember to use the F5 or refresh button on your computer when you access the
page. That will bring up new information on the site and replace the old information.
The refresh button is at the very top of the web page with a curved arrow.
When you pass your cursor over it you will get the word refresh, click on it.
Otherwise, you may continue to get old information.

WHERE THERE IS A WILL,THERE IS A WAY
Would you like to know a way to make a very significant difference in the future of the Port Washington
Historical Society? A powerful way is to make a bequest to the Port Washington Historical Society in your
will.
The Port Washington Historical Society is a thriving
organization that is dedicated to preserving the historical significance of the community and the stories of its
people. You can help assure a strong future for the Society by remembering it in your will.
You can bequeath to the Port Washington Historical
Society a specific amount, a percentage of your estate,
or all or part of what remains after other bequests are

distributed. Your attorney or other qualified estate planner can help ensure that your promise to the Port Washington Historical Society is fulfilled by appropriate instructions in your will.
If you already have a will, it can be updated with a
simple amendment called a codicil.
A bequest of any amount is important to the Society’s future. Indeed, where there is a will, there is a very
significant way to remember the Port Washington Historical Society.
For further information, please contact us at
262-268-9150.
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PORT WASHINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P. O. Box 491
Port Washington, WI 53074-0491
www.portwashingtonhistoricalsociety.org

Upcoming Events
ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, October 21
7:00 p.m.

Wilson House Lakeview Room
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Harvest at the Market
Saturday, October 31, 9:00 am—1:00 pm

PWHS RC & throughout downtown

Xmas on the Corner
Saturday, December 5, 3:00—7:00 pm

Main Street Event

January Quarterly Meeting
Saturday, January 16, 2016

Wilson House

The Port Washington Historical Society is a volunteer-run, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization.

